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would go, church patronage would go, feudal rights of police and general administration would go, now that it was open to every upstart with a long purse to purchase the land in respect of which these rights and powers had been exercised. Marwite, the clarion of the old Tories, protested that Stein was a revolutionary, pitting indigence against property, industry against agriculture, the present against the past, and the individual against the family; and there is a kernel of truth in the humorous exaggeration. * Better three Auerstadts than this edict' was a sentence overheard in the Berlin casino. A revolution was sheathed in an agrarian settlement which seemed at first to effect no change, and was issued under the signature of a conservative statesman.
In the second great measure which characterizes his ministry Stein has been held up to admiration as a wise and courageous architect of popular liberty. Sir John Seeley, following Maurer, reminds us that the municipal ordinance of 1808, so far from being a copy from French models, was founded upon opposite and independent principles. The French drew no distinction between town and country, giving to urban and rural communes the same non-popular framework of government, a nominated mayor for executive functions and a nominated council with limited powers of advice* Such was the type of local government introduced into the Grand Duchy of Berg and the kingdom of Westphalia and faithfully copied in many othsr client states of the Rhenish Confederation. Now Stein's municipal ordinance has nothing whatever to do with the country districts. It prescribes for the Prussian towns and for these alone, and it further differs from the French plan in providing the towns with a really liberal and democratic scheme of self-government Nevertheless even here, where contrariety is patent, it would be unwise to disparage the influence of French example. The idea of superseding, by a uniform and simple plan of administration, that curious miscellany of vested interests which passed for the government of a mediaeval town sprang up first in Fiance, and was spread by the Napoleonic conquests through Germany* And while the government of every town In the French occupation wa*